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St Padre Pio Catholic Primary School is a school which operates with the consent of the Catholic 
Archbishop of Melbourne and is owned, operated and governed by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic 
Schools Ltd (MACS).  

Introduction 
The constitution of MACS contains a Statement of Mission, which provides the expectations of the 
sole member of MACS, the Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (Member), for 
Catholic schooling and the identity and work of a Catholic school. The Statement of Mission 
positions MACS firmly in the reality of the Eucharistic character of the Catholic school, affirming that 
its enterprise is one that builds community and provides opportunity for personal transformation. 

With parents and parishes, Catholic schooling seeks to fulfil this mission by providing an 
environment in which students are enabled to: 

• encounter God in Christ and deepen their relationship with him
• pursue wisdom and truth encouraged by a supportive academic culture
• grow in the practice of virtue, responsible freedom and serving the common good.

A Catholic school: 

• is actively embedded in the life of the faith communities of the local Church, which in turn is
tangibly manifested in the life of each school

• is an essential place for the evangelising of children and young people
• exists to assist students, and their families, to integrate faith, reason, life and culture
• is conspicuously Christian in outlook, explicitly Catholic in faith and practice, and intentionally

missionary in orientation
• cultivates spiritual, social and emotional growth in a safe and protective environment
• provides a learning environment in which the whole educational community is formed to

embrace life in all its fullness (Jn 10.10)
• offers a human formation that has the intellectual, practical and moral excellence of learners at

its heart
• forms consciences, fosters peace and develops respectful dialogue, at the service of intellectual

charity
• encourages the discovery of Catholic cultural heritage, especially in art, music, literature and

architecture.

St Padre Pio Catholic Primary School has been established to provide quality education in the 
Catholic doctrine for families in the Thornhill Park area. 

Reporting 
The MACS Board will monitor that MACS’ schools have a contextualised school philosophy, using 
this  template, through the Annual Report to the School Community and regular school review 
processes (at least every four years). 

Schools are required to publish this school philosophy statement for the school community. This 
can be on the school website, in the enrolment pack provided to families and through other school 
communication channels. 

St Padre Pio Catholic Primary School 
School Philosophy Statement 
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Mission 
Our school nurtures the academic development and spiritual journey of every child. We do this by 
providing a safe and happy school which empowers students to contribute to the world around 
them. 

Vision 
We are a unique and inclusive Catholic Primary School inspired by the legacy and values of St 
Padre Pio. As a cornerstone of the diverse Thornhill Park community, we support local families 
by fostering a lifelong love of learning, kindness and spiritual reflection. 

Values 
The values of St Padre Pio inform our school’s ethos: 

• Hope
• Understanding
• Integrity
• Gratitude

How we live out our school’s philosophy 
Pray, hope and thrive together 

Living the school vision 
• Inclusivity and community engagement

– We celebrate the diversity of the Thornhill Park community by recognising different
cultures, traditions, and backgrounds.

– We provide support services for families, such as parent workshops and faith-based
initiatives.

– We encourage parent and community involvement in school activities, ensuring everyone
feels welcomed and valued.

• Inspired by St Padre Pio
– We look to incorporate stories and lessons from St. Padre Pio’s life into the curriculum

and daily reflections.
– We encourage prayer, reflection, and spiritual discussions that align with his values of

faith and perseverance.
• Love of learning

– We promote engaging, student-centred learning experiences that foster curiosity and
creativity.

– We encourage lifelong learning through inquiry-based projects, hands-on activities, and
real-world problem-solving.

– We integrate Catholic teachings into learning, helping students see faith and knowledge
as interconnected.
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Living the school mission 
• Academic and spiritual growth

– We provide a well-rounded education that includes faith-based learning, moral
development, and academic excellence.

– We encourage students to explore their faith and personal spiritual journey through
prayer, Mass, and religious education.

– We support differentiated learning, ensuring that every student can reach their potential.
• Safe and happy environment

– We foster a nurturing and respectful culture where every child feels safe, valued, and
heard.

– We promote emotional wellbeing through pastoral care and mental health initiatives.
– We address bullying and social challenges proactively with restorative justice and

positive behaviour support programs.
• Empowering students to contribute to the world

– We encourage social justice initiatives where students can serve the local and global
community.

– We promote student leadership opportunities through school council, environmental
clubs, and peer mentorship programs.

– We teach Catholic social teachings by engaging students in conversations about justice,
charity, and ethical responsibility.

Living the school values (inspired by St Padre Pio) 
• Hope

– Perserverence: trying again even when the work is difficult
– Optimism: looking for the good in challenges
– Courage: doing the right thing even when you feel nervous
– Purpose: setting goals and working towards them
– Trust in God: knowing God is with you in hard times

• Understanding
– Compassion: caring when someone is sad or hurt
– Empathy: trying to understand how others feel
– Patience: waiting calmly and giving others time
– Forgiveness: letting go of hurt and giving people a new chance
– Kindness: acting with gentleness and care toward othersWe inspire students to see

challenges as opportunities for growth, fostering resilience and a positive mindset.
• Integrity

– Honesty: telling the truth kindly and accepting responsibility for mistakes
– Responsibility: owning our choices and actions
– Respect: treating people, classrooms and property with care
– Self-discipline: controlling impulses and making wise choices
– Justice: being fair and standing up for what is right

• Gratitude
– Thankfulness: expressing appreciation
– Joy: finding happiness in simple, everyday things
– Generosity: giving time, help or kindness freely
– Service: helping others without expecting anything back
– Humility: knowing your gifts and using them well without boasting
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–

Embedding these in school culture 

• Staff modelling: Teachers and staff at St Padre Pio will exemplify these values in their
interactions with students, parents, and each other.

• Daily practices: Teachers and staff at St Padre Pio will incorporate prayers, reflections, and
acts of kindness into everyday routines.

• Curriculum integration: Teachers and staff at St Padre Pio will infuse faith-based teachings
and the school’s values into lesson planning, the organisation and structures within the
school and classrooms, student wellbeing programs and school activities.

• Celebrations and recognition: St Padre Pio PS will host events, assemblies, and awards
that highlight students who embody the school’s vision, mission, and values.
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